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did not like the nature of the new documents in the ease, and fled to the Kast. He and Pclagius were then condemned and excommunicated, and Zosimus issued a circular letter (/r^r/,//»r/«i) in which he demanded the submission of the Italian bishops under pain of deprivation of their sees, The execution of the sentence was intrusted to the imperial forces, and thus the humanists of the fifth century were at length definitively cast: tnit of the Church in the western empire.
In the meantime Augustine maintained a vigilant opposition to the heretical ideas wherever they appeared. He wrote a long letter to Paulimis of Nola, fhr early friend of Pelagian, urging him to ennfirm the faith of •some of his wavering clerics. From this letter it appears that there were ultra Pelagians who grunted the child a power of choice even before it left the womb. 1 Ic wrote tu Sixtus artfully congratulating him on                     I
his conversion. But a more interesting miUrop of the heresy claimed his attention about the end of 417. We have seen how the young Roman heiress., Dcmetrias, took the veil of virginity in 414, and PelagiuH imitated the group of distinguished clerics (Augustine, JITUIUC, Innocent, etc.) who sent her letters, or treatises, of encourage-
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